Section L DRAFT 10/25/04 Survey Results

L. TOWN SURVEY RESULTS

The survey that was distributed to town residents in May of 2003 is reproduced in Appendix
A. There were approximately 450 surveys hand distributed by the eight grade class to all
residents with the Town Report. There were 86 returned, some hand delivered to the town
office and others were returned to a collection box at the town meeting. All of the written
responses are reproduced in Appendix A. Summaries of the written comments are noted with
the charted data here and throughout the document as the issues they address are raised.
The raw data is available at the town office and graphical summaries of the responses are
provided here.

SURVEY RESULTS

Survey results are presented here in charted from as the raw data is voluminous and not very
instructive.

A. General

Survey respondents were almost entirely year-round residents of Addison with one non-
resident respondent. Most own their homes although 5 renters also responded.

| live in Addison
non-

seasonal,
0

SR

year
round, 85

My home is one that I...

resident,
1
Rent, 5

o

Own , 82

Retirees and the self-employed, who comprise approximately 17% and 23% of the population
respectively, answered the survey in numbers that exceed their actual proportionate share of
the population.

| am employed by/as...

Government
13%

Private
Employer
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Retired
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Self-
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Respondents live primarily in wood frame housing and are relatively well educated.

My home is
Mobile
Home, Log
11 Cabin,
1
wood
frame,
76

Amount of education you
Less than

Graduate High
Degree, 5

Some High
School, 2

College
Graduate,
29

or busnes
Some raduate
College, 20 9 11 '

Tech, trade

High School
Graduate,
28

S

Twenty-four respondents indicated a willingness to
volunteer to assist with town affairs.

B. Housing, Development and Preservation

Opinions on Housing Type:

As in many Maine communities respondents oppose mobile
home parks, are mixed about subsidized housing and
strongly support single family housing and subsidized

housing for the elderly.

Would you be interested in
serving on alocal committee
or board that would encourage
a better quality of life for
Addison?

Yes, 24
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Opinions on Housing

OYes
ENo
OUnsure

Single Family Homes Multi-Family Homes Subsidized Housing Housing projects for Mobile Home Parks
Projects Elderly

Development:

The survey sought input from respondents about a variety of development activities.

Support for maritime-based industries is clear as is support for retail, business/professional
buildings and light industry.

Industry and Business

OYes
ENo
OUnsure

Light Industry(Non-polluting) Marine-based Industry Retail Shopping Business/Professional Building
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Opinions on home-based businesses varied a little more:

Opinions on Home Based Businesses

OvYes
ENo
OUnsure

Home-Based Businesses Nursing/Assisted Living Homes Group Homes for Special Needs Seasonal Campground/RVParks

Preservation, Planning and Land Use:

Support for town-wide zoning was marginally positive; far clearer was support for Site Plan
Review for development.

Planning - Should the town?

OYes
ENo
OUnsure

Include Site plan review for development Have town-wide zoning
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Respondents are generally content with the town'’s efforts to preserve wetlands and forests.

Similar contentment exists concerning preservation of coastline and open space however

there is also
substantial support
for doing more in all
four areas. Support
is much clearer for
preserving the
marine based
economy, rural
character and
scenic resources.
The town concludes
that protection
efforts be targeted
to scenic areas and
preserving shore
access for the
marine economy
rather than on
wetlands and
forests.

C. Facilities and
Services

Opinions on the
adequacy of public
facilities and services
were obtained on a
five point graduated
scale from very
satisfied to very
unsatisfied.
Respondents were
generally satisfied or
very satisfied with
health and safety
services with less
enthusiasm for police
services. Many had
no opinion about
police services but it
was the only service
with a significant
number of

60

30 1

10 4

Should the town do more/less/the same to preserve...

OMore
BLess
OSame
OUnsure

i i B

Marine-based
economy

I8

Rural Character Scenic Resources

1

Wetlands

NNl

Forests Coastline Open Space

Opinions on Safety Services

30

O Very Satisfied
B Satisfied

| .

Police Protection

respondents noting dissatisfaction.

—

ONo Opinion
O Dissatisfied
B Very Dissatisfied

1

Fire Protection

Ambulance
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Respondents are generally satisfied with the services and hours provided by the town office
itself. They were content with the cemeteries. Many were dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with
property tax levels.

Opinions on Town Services

@Very Satisfied

B Satisfied

ONo Opinion
ODissatisfied

B Very Dissatisfied

Town Office Service Property Tax Level Cemeteries Town Office Hours
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Respondents are
generally satisfied
with community
facilities although a
sizable minority is
unhappy with
recreational
facilities and
opportunities for
adult vocational and
education training.

Education for the
children in Addison
is generally viewed
as satisfactory.
However 21
individuals
expressed
dissatisfaction.

Very Satisfied

Public Schools

Opionions on Education and Recreation

Adult Education

Vocational Education

With regard to educaton for children in Addison, are you:

Satisfied

No Opinion

Dissatisfied

Recreation Facilities

Very Dissatisfied

O Very Satisfied

B Satisfied

O No Opinion

O Dissatisfied

B Very Dissatisfied
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Survey respondents are generally satisfied with road conditions and had mixed opinions on
public transportation.

Opinions about Roads and Public Transportation

60

50 1
40 4
O Very Satisfied
B Satisfied
30 ONo Opinion
O Dissatisfied
B Very Dissatisfied
20 4
10
0 - T T

Road Repair Road Plowing Public Transportation

The majority of
respondents
prefer a pay as
you “throw”
system of waste
disposal.

Do you prefer the pay as you "throw" system of waste disposal?
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The survey asked a series of questions about how the town should seek funds or develop

incentives for public infrastructure and business development.

As to whether the town should incur debt for various activities, majorities opposed doing

anything.

70

60 -

50 A

40 1

30

20

10 A

Would you support the Selectmen investigating taking out long-term debt (bond) to:

OYes
B No

Reconstruct Town maintained
roads?

Construct a sand and salt

storage shed?

Replace faulty septic systems?

Construct a Commercial Pier?

More support was observed when the town could obtain grants to develop facilities
particularly for infrastructure, public facilities and economic development.

60

50

40 A

30 A

20 4

10 A

Should the town seek Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for...

-

-

Public Facilities

Housing

Neighborhood
Revitalization

Infrastructure

Public Services

Economic
Development

OvYes
BNo
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There was very little support expressed for tourism development.

What would you do to support or promote tourism development in Town?

Nothing Advertise Would Help Seafood Festival

Nor were respondents particularly interested in providing significant tax breaks to encourage
business location decisions.

Would you support tax breaks/start-up monies for new business that want to move...

OYes
ENo

Into Town Within Town
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SUMMARY

In May of 2003, just prior to the formation of the committee to update the Comprehensive
Plan, a survey was distributed to Addison residents to elicit their views on important aspects
of the town’s future. The participation rate was typical for surveys of this type (about 20% of
households responded) but included limited written input (reproduced in Appendix B).

Retirees and the self-employed, who comprise approximately 17% and 23% of the population
respectively, answered the survey in numbers that exceed their actual proportionate share of
the population. As in many Maine communities respondents oppose mobile home parks, are
mixed about subsidized housing and strongly support single family housing and subsidized
housing for the elderly. Support for maritime-based industries is clear as is support for retail,
business/professional buildings and light industry. There was very little support expressed for
tourism development.

Respondents are generally satisfied with community facilities although a sizable minority is
unhappy with recreational facilities and opportunities for adult vocational and education
training. Many were dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with property tax levels. This accounts for
why majorities opposed doing anything when asked whether the town should incur debt for
various activities. More support was observed when the town could obtain grants to develop
facilities particularly for infrastructure, public facilities and economic development.

Respondents are generally content with the town’s efforts to preserve wetlands and forests.
Similar contentment exists concerning preservation of coastline and open space however
there is also substantial support for doing more in all four areas. Support is much clearer for
preserving the marine based economy, rural character and scenic resources. The town
concludes that any protection efforts be targeted to scenic areas and preserving shore
access for the marine economy rather than on wetlands and forests.
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1.

PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Questions and Answers

Prepared by the Comprehensive Plan Committee
As requested by the Selectmen

What is a comprehensive plan?

A comprehensive plan describes the town by inventory and analysis, indicates
what the town’s residents want for the future of the town — how they want it to
grow or not to grow — guides decisions about how tax dollars will be spent and
how resources will be protected.

2. Will a comprehensive plan benefit the town?

There are two reasons to approve a comprehensive plan:
A. The town could qualify for more state grant money.

B. The comprehensive plan provides a guide as to how Addison residents
want Addison to grow or not to grow in the future.

3. Is Addison required to have a comprehensive plan?
No. Addison is not required to have a comprehensive plan.
4. Does the plan require Addison to adopt any ordinances in the future?

No, but any existing ordinances, which are inconsistent with the plan, must be
brought into compliance.

5. Can the comprehensive plan be changed?

Yes. It is an on-going document, which can be amended at any time by the voters
of Addison and will be revisited every ten years.

6. Does the plan expect Addison to grow?

Not much. The Comprehensive Plan Committee found that in the ten years 1995
to 2004 Addison grew at an average rate of ten new homes per year and projected
Addison’s growth over the next ten years to remain at the same level or, more
likely, to be less that in the past ten years. In the Committee’s opinion, the small
amount of projected growth is not expected to create any significant future needs
for, or potential impacts on, public facilities.



10.

. How does the proposed plan affect my property?

The plan proposes five land areas which mirror what’s on the ground now. The
proposal would not take effect unless the Selectmen request an ordinance to be
drawn and the voters of Addison approve the ordinance.

. Does the comprehensive plan take my property?

No.

. Will property taxes be affected by the plan?

No.

What will happen if the plan is not approved?

The town will not have as good an opportunity for state grants.

The town will not have a guide for the future of the town.

A copy of the plan, for review, is available at the town office and on the internet

at:
www.maine.gov/spo/landuse/plans



